
School's out for the Summer!

1: Ilan-Lael 

A  L I S T  O F  H U B B E L L  &  H U B B E L L  C R E A T I O N S  F O R
Y O U  A N D  Y O U R  F A M I L Y  T O  V I S I T  T H I S  S U M M E R

Visit James and Anne Hubbell's
acclaimed home and art studios near
Julian, CA. Ilan-Lael translates from
Hebrew to “a tree that unites the
physical and the spiritual." The name
was given by James and Anne to the
structures they designed, built, and
called home over the past 65 years.
Today Ilan-Lael also serves as an art
education and nature center, a retreat
space, and a place for all those seeking
inspiration in beauty, art and natural
surroundings. Private and group tours
are offered year round. Public tours will
resume in the fall. For more info, visit
ilanlaelfoundation.org

In 1994, James Hubbell launched a
global conversation between San Diego
and Pacific Rim nations to celebrate
common humanity, and the
transformative power of art and the
artistic process. You can visit San
Diego's "Pearl of the Pacific Park" on
Shelter Island and Tijuana's "Entre
Corazón y Mar." To learn more, visit
ilanlaelfoundation.org/pacific-rim-park.

4: Elfin Forest
Visit the Elfin Forest Recreational
Reserve in Escondido and stop in the
Interpretive Center designed by
Hubbell and Hubbell. The Center gives a
voice to the Escondido Creek
watershed, inspiring visitors to connect
to nature and value open space. The
building features a living green roof and
other sustainable design strategies. For
more info, visit elfinforest.olivenhain.
com/ interpretive-center.

2: Pacific Rim Park

Have a picnic near the "Pacific Portal"
gazebo and trellis on Shelter Island.
James Hubbell designed this
sculptural piece that echoes the
forms of ocean waves and billowing
sails. Hubbell and Hubbell coordinated
the permitting and construction.

5: Shelter Island Gazebo

6: Safari Park Restaurant
Enjoy the incredible view of the African
Plains at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park's
Watering Hole Restaurant and bar co-
designed by Hubbell and Hubbell.
Watch rhinos and giraffes as you dine
beneath a safari-inspired thatched roof.
For more info, visit sdzsafaripark.org/
dining/watering-hole.

3: Deer Park Monastery
Nestled on a hill above the Escondido
Valley, nuns reside in a series of five
structures designed by Hubbell and
Hubbell. Guests are welcome to visit
Deer Park on designated Days of
Mindfulness or to register for an
overnight retreat. All Days of
Mindfulness are free of charge and
donations are accepted. For more
info, visit deerparkmonastery.org.

7: Safari Park Exhibit
Hubbell and Hubbell was part of the
team that designed the Australia
exhibit building at the San Diego Zoo
Safari Park. It is magical to walk among
the kangaroos and wallabies. This is a
great activity for kids and adults!
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Green Building Design
A  Q U I C K  O V E R V I E W  O F  S O M E  O F  T H E  S U S T A I N A B L E  B U I L D I N G

M A T E R I A L S  A N D  B U I L D I N G  S T R A T E G I E S  T H A T  W E  U S E  I N  O U R  D E S I G N S

Strawbale ICF Natural
plaster

Passive
daylighting

Passive
ventilation

Green
roof
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Strawbales are what
you might picture
when you think of
bale of hay. They are
a yellowish tan color
and are made from
the bi-product of
grain crops, like
wheat. The pieces of
grain are typically
tied together with
twine.

Insulated Concrete
Form (ICF) is a
building block made
from: post-consumer
Styrofoam and
cement. When
stacked, the blocks
are filled with steel
rebar and concrete
creating an
extremely strong wall
system.

There are two main
types of natural
plasters. Clay plaster
is made from clay,
sand, and mineral
pigment. Lime plaster
is made from marble
dust, water, and non-
hydraulic hydrated
lime.

Passive ventilation,
sometimes called
natural ventilation,
takes advantage of
natural forces, like
wind and thermal
buoyancy to
circulate air to and
from an indoor
space.

- Passive ventilation
is typically achieved
by including
operable windows
and vents in a design
- Increasing passive
ventilation often also
increases the
amount of natural
daylighting

Passive daylighting
takes advantage of
the sun to reduce the
need for artificial
lighting. Passive
daylighting takes into
account maintaining
a comfortable
interior temperature,
and the varying sun
angles through
different seasons.

A green roof
(sometimes referred
to as a living roof) is
a roof that contains
soil and plants. A
green roof can
beautify a building or
help a building blend
into the natural
environment. 

-  Renewable, natural
and non-toxic
- Less pressure on
forest & wood
industry
- Low embodied
energy
- High thermal
performance
- Fire-resistant
- Less layers and less
steps in construction
- Owner-builder
friendly
- Affordable

- Sustainable &
recycled
- Fire-resistant
- Insect-resistant
- Earthquake-
resistant
- High strength
- High thermal
performance
- High acoustical
performance
- Less layers and less
steps in construction
- Affordable

- Non-toxic
- Low pollution
- Low embodied
energy
- Fire resistant
- Creates a healthier
space
- Moderates humidity
- Prevents mold &
mildew
- Repels dust
- Emits negative ions
- Beautiful and
customizable

- Energy savings
- Reduce emissions
- Cost savings
- Low maintenance
- Healthier interior air

- Energy savings
- Cost savings
- Connection to the
outdoors
- Reduce heat gain
during the high
summer sun
- Take advantage of
natural daylighting
during the low winter
sun

- Energy savings
- Cost savings
- Reduced storm
water runoff
- Increase lifespan of
roof
- Increase efficiency
of solar panels
- Save land and
habitat space
- Reduce heat island
effect
- Improve air quality
and reduce green
house gas

- $20 per SF
- ICF projects have
discounted permit
fees in San Diego
County
- H & H designed and
permitted the first ICF
ADU in San Diego city

- Cost comes out to
the same as wood
- Strawbale projects
have discounted
permit fees in San
Diego County
- H & H has designed
and permitted 40 +
strawbale buildings
in San Diego County

- Passive daylighting
is often achieved with
strategically placed
windows and doors.
- Passive design also
includes overhangs,
trellises, etc. to
prevent heat gain
during summer.

- Interior natural
plaster costs around
$6 per SF
- Plaster has been
known to last longer
than traditional
drywall
- Plasters require
little to no
maintenance

- The national
average cost is $15 to
$50 per SF
- Green roofs can
last 40+ years with
proper maintenance
- The weight of green
roofs must be taken
into account
structurally

H U B B E L L  &  H U B B E L L  A R C H I T E C T S



H U B B E L L  &  H U B B E L L  N E W S L E T T E R

What's New

Coming soon...

This single-family residence is constructed of strawbales, a building material
that is natural, renewable, and serves as great insulation. We believe that
strawbale creates unique and beautiful homes that tell a story and we love
designing homes with this material. This home showcases the versatility of
strawbale construction when it comes to size and design style. The square
footage, grand ceilings, beautiful finishes, and the custom features
demonstrate that strawbale doesn't restrict the design of a home. If anything,
strawbale construction adds to the custom-home feel as the thick walls
create unique details around windows and doors, and the plaster interior
finish is a feature that cannot be replicated by traditional paints. 

A  N E W  S U S T A I N A B L E  H O M E  M A D E  F R O M  S T R A W B A L E
In Construction!

H U B B E L L  &  H U B B E L L
a t

Recently completed!

On the drawing board...

We recently received the building permit for a new
single-family home. Located on a boulder-filled site,
this unique, green residence is aimed to blend into
its surrounding environment by literally bringing
nature indoors. One large boulder will be completely
enclosed by the home and another boulder will
serve as part of the exterior wall of the home.

This Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) is the first ADU in the
city of San Diego to be permitted and built with Insulating
Composite Concrete Form (ICCF). ICCF is a sustainable
and resilient alternative to traditional wood stick framing.
The blocks are made from cement and post-consumer
Styrofoam and the finish is plaster which is a healthier
alternative to traditional finish materials like paint.

This single-family desert residence is intended to be
immersed in the nature that fills the 40-acre site. The
residence is divided into two wings - the living wing and the
bedroom wing. They are connected by an exterior corridor
that immerses the users in the surrounding natural beauty.
The design also features ICCF walls, rammed earth walls, a
cooling roof, passive ventilation, natural daylighting, shade
systems, and rain water harvesting.

Hubbell & Hubbell

Hubbell & Hubbell

Hubbell & Hubbell

Andre Kalkreuter
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County of San Diego Green
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The County of San Diego has established incentive programs, policies, ordinances, and guidelines to promote green building design
and construction. Hubbell and Hubbell Architects has designed over 50 buildings that benefitted from the incentive program - most
projects being built from strawbale or ICF. See a portion of the county's green building brochure below for additional information.

H U B B E L L  &  H U B B E L L  A R C H I T E C T S

Building Incentive Program


