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down large hanging vines like firemen on poles. The larger ones
took their time hanging from limbs, chewing on leaves, and resting
along the way. We felt very lucky to experience the group in such
_ varying forms of activity. Often, we were told, the gorilla groups are
observed only among the low bush eating and not moving much.

My time with the gorillas ended too soon, but
what remains with me is the image of the Moun-
tain Gorilla in its natural habitat—the only place
it can survive. Back at the Research Campground,
we packed quickly and set off for our long trek
back to Kampala.

My task now was to take the programmatic re-
quirements presented to me by different members
of the CTPH staff and create a master plan for
their new site overlooking the Bwindi Impen-
etrable Rainforest. Our goal is to use the local materials such as
stone, bricks, and hardwoods to create a building that “grows out
of the land”, rather than sits on top of it.

[ feel very fortunate to have been selected to work with CTPH on
this project with such an important mission to preserve the endan-
gered gorilla population though improving health conditions for
humans and other species in the region. The experience of traveling
through eastern Africa and hiking in the rainforest of Bwindi to
see Mountain Gorillas was a magical one. I look forward to seeing
how the project grows.

Mission Bay Park: Fiesta Island Plan Update

The Fiesta Island Park Precise Plan is back on track with a work-
shop at Mission Bay Park Committee at the September meeting
and a vote on whether to recommend approval by the Park &
Recreation Board and City Council to take place at the October 5
MBPC meet-
ing. The plan has
gone through
numerous edits
since inception ’
in 2006; the
result will be a
more inviting
park area that
will still seem as
open and natural
as before. In fact,
the island will

be more natu-
ral because the
many non-native
plants that have
become established over the years will be removed and replaced
with native vegetation. Also in the plan are improved roadways
and hiking, biking and equestrian trails; a beach at the southwest
end of the island that will incorporate facilities to serve the pad-
dling community (kayaks, outrigger canoe clubs and the Dragon
Boat clubs), and a primitive camping area that is also designed for

Establishment of a Balboa Park
Conservancy is the culmination of 4
ears of planning for an independent
non-profit organization to serve all

day-use activities. Details of the plan can be reviewed at http://
www.fiestaislandgdp.com/

Balboa Park Update

Two exciting occurrences took place recently: initiation of a
plan to restore the Plaza de
Panama to its 1915 status

as a pedestrian plaza and
final steps were taken toward
establishing the Balboa Park
Conservancy, a non-profit
public benefit organization
that will work with but inde-
pendently of the City of San
Diego to address the many
deferred maintenance projects
and Balboa Park Master Plan capital improvement projects.

of Balboa Park.

The Plaza de Panama concept plan will be presented in a work-
shop at the Balboa Park Committee on Thursday, Sept. 23, the
first of several workshops to develop guidelines for the project
consultants to use as they develop detailed design plans for the
Plaza de Panama. Also included in the project proposal is a
parking structure at the Organ Pavilion parking lot, to be ac-
cessed from the west (via Cabrillo Bridge) by a ramp toward and
through the Alcazar Gardens. The Alcazar Gardens parking area
will continue to serve as parking but will likely be primarily or
exclusively for accessible parking. The 21 accessible parking spaces
now in the Plaza de Panama will be added to those already in
place in the Alcazar Gardens Jot. Anyone who would like to join
the C-3 Parks & Open Space discussion of this project as it goes
forward should contact John Lomac or Judy Swink.

Establishment of a Balboa Park Conservancy is the culmination
of 4 years of planning for an independent non-profit organization
to serve all of Balboa Park. Similar
conservancies exist in other major
cities in the U.S. such as New York
City and St. Louis. Initially, the
focus will be on fundraising but
the BP Conservancy will also strive
to work with other Balboa Park

& non-profit entities to bring about
improvements and projects that the
City of San Diego has been unable
to fund. Two C-3 Parks Commit-
tee members served on the Balboa
ark Task Force this past year, and
C-3 member Judy Swink is among
the 11 people tapped to become
the initial Board of Directors for
the Balboa Park Conservancy, along
with C-3 member and past Chair of the Balboa Park Committee,
Vicki Granowitz. For more details about the Task Force Report,
which provides the outline for establishment of the Conservancy,
go to http://www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/pdf/bptf/
bptfreport100419.pdf
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